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CREATING LOCAL CONNECTIONS
WEST-AFRICA
BASIC ICT CERTIFICATE

Awarded to:

“This certificate i o aftest that has attended a basic
information and communication technology training and successfully accomplished
the objectives

‘The participant has:

1. Gained and developed useful ICT technical skills through an intensive hands-on
raining by young professionals using modern, accessible technologies.

2. Expressed herself on local and global youth oriented issues though open
discussions with other peers.

3. Learnt and understood the high potential ICTs can offer youth populations in
becoming strong actors in the development of their society and how they can
improve their own lives through inspiring discussions, speeches and local
opportusitics.

4. Developed confidence and leadership skills through peer group and individual
activities
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Mr President Seven Points Agenda PSPA - ‘Youth Participation and Engagement for Sustainable Development’
Kano 9-10 May, 2008
TakingITGlobal’s project Creating Local Connections West Africa (www.projects.takingitglobal.org/clcwa) is focused on empowering the West African youth community and helping them realize their potential as development actors through information and communications technologies (ICTs). It has already been very successfully implemented in both Russia (2005) and Canada (2006-07). The goals of the project include:

· Increasing awareness of issues, youth organizations, resources, and opportunities for involvement in the region; 

· Information and Communications Technology (ICT) capacity building;

· Strengthening local youth-led initiatives and organizations;

· Connecting and encouraging collaboration between individual youth and decision-makers locally, nationally, and internationally

CLCWA’s activity cycle was launched in April of 2007 with the support of the Open Society Initiative for West Africa.  The team consists of a project coordinator (based in Mali) and five country coordinators (based in Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Guinea, and Cote d’Ivoire).  In order to increase local impact the project has partnered with five different local host organizations that work in the aforementioned countries. 

As part of the project activities aimed at creating in-person, national scale networking of youth efforts in Nigeria. Creating Local Connections in West Africa- Nigeria (www.projects.takingitglobal.org/clcwestafrica-nigeria) is hosting a 2 day, 2nd National Conference in Kano city, Kano State Nigeria. The first National Conference on Building Sustainable Growth and Development in our Communities with the theme 'Youth Access and Participation was held in Calabar, Cross River state on the 12 -14 October 2007. The conference achieved its set objectives by providing inspiration and information on how young people could take active roles in their communities and get involve in opportunities so as to be empowered for leadership positions. In line with that and to follow up on the major successes recorded during and after the first National Youth meeting, CLCWA Nigeria implementing team is happy to announce the  2nd National Youth Conference in Kano, and is  scheduled as follows:
Date: 9-10 May, 2008
Venue: ECWA Conference Hall, Kano. [Temporary]
Time: 9.00am- 5pm daily

Around the world, greater engagement of youths and communities are becoming feature of many governments both public and private organizations. Young People expect to be involved and to have a say in the business of government and the decisions of organizations that affect their interests. Many are concerned about low levels of development and youth participation in planning and implementation of development activities in our communities which have contributed to reduction in the trust in public and private institutions. This, in turn, affects decision- making and the achievement of social and economic development, and the environmental sustainability outcomes. Accordingly, some governments and organizations are responding with commitment to effective engagement of young people in developing programmes and projects. The need to provide a platform for young people’s participation and access becomes vital in order to guarantee sustainability and impact most especially in issues of service delivery, African Peer Review Mechanism [APRM] budget tracking, MDGs, NEEDS, SEEDS, LEEDS, and CEEDS, also in Mr President YarAdua Seven Points Agenda [PSPA].

In many different contexts and at local, state, regional, national levels, there are private, individuals and community organizations engaging in ways that are making a difference at worth hearing about and learning from, [good practices].
This conference will provide delegates the opportunity to hear and share experiences with various stakeholders especially the youths. The conference is being designed to encourage youth’s active engagement/involvement and participation in PSPA and to develop concepts on how to integrate rural communities into development initiatives of government and private sectors as well as to encourage the development and maintenance of productive relationships between governments/ organizations and citizens/clients and other stakeholders. This will make it possible for young people to have access to their leaders/representatives through active and useful engagement as well as to get involved in opportunities around their communities through participation in policy development and implementation.

This three day event will provide participants with the opportunity to explore key regional and national issues/ challenges, share experiences, broaden their networks, develop  action plans  for key community development challenges, build their capacity on leadership and critical  skills for community youth issues.

The objectives of this conference include:

· Introduction of the various policies and frameworks of PSPA and to identify challenges associated with incorporation of ICTs for Development and youth participation into the PSPA.
· Discuss how youth can participate actively in promoting, monitoring and sustaining development activities related to 7 Points Agenda of Mr President,
· Promote understanding of the concept of Youth mainstreaming and Participation in policy frameworks such as African Peer Review Mechanism [APRM], NEEDS II, Service delivery, and sustainable development.
· Explore what works: Showcase innovation and promote good practice in young peoples’ initiatives and participation in community development,

· Discuss and develop conceptual and theoretical frameworks and directions for the future with some key stakeholders,

· Build understanding and evidence of leadership, capacity and capability issues for youths/community and government/institutions,

· Develop the capacity of youth in acts of lobbying political office holders so as to showcase their voice and advocate for change in their communities.

· Create ongoing national and regional networks and collaboration creating community interest around issue awareness.

· Develop holistic sustainable strategies on CLCWA implementation in Nigeria.

. 

Call for Abstract:

Conference organizers are currently accepting session proposals for Breakout Sessions, Roundtable Discussions, and paper presentation that will occur during the 2nd National Youth Conference May 9-10, 2008 in Kano. All session proposals must be received by email, mail before April 18, 2008. Early submission is encouraged.  

You may submit more than one proposal, but each proposal must be prepared and submitted separately. You will receive an email confirming receipt of each proposal you submit.

Practitioners, policy makers, funders, the private sector, and other professionals involved in youth development, employment, and livelihoods development are encouraged to submit proposals
The event organizers are encouraging young people within the age of 18 – 35 to lead major discussion and speeches.

It is expected that the conference will be attended by senior members of government, leading senior executives from key international agencies, practitioners and representatives of the private sector, youth organizations, non-governmental organization and community based organizations.

Special Announcement:

There will be a 5day Training of Trainers Workshop for State coordinators from the Northern Region and some organizational representatives.

Date: 12-16 May, 2008

Venue: Will be communicated at the National Youth Meeting in Kano.

